FOR THE WEEKEND OF Dec. 13-14, 2025
Third Sunday in Advent

Gospel Reading
Matthew 11:2-11

When John the Baptist heard in prison of the works of the Christ,
he sent his disciples to Jesus with this question,
"Are you the one who is to come,
or should we look for another?"
Jesus said to them in reply,
"Go and tell John what you hear and see:
the blind regain their sight,
the lame walk,
lepers are cleansed,
the deaf hear,
the dead are raised,
and the poor have the good news proclaimed to them.
And blessed is the one who takes no offense at me."

As they were going off,
Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John,
"What did you go out to the desert to see?
A reed swayed by the wind?
Then what did you go out to see?
Someone dressed in fine clothing?
Those who wear fine clothing are in royal palaces.
Then why did you go out?  To see a prophet?
Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet.
This is the one about whom it is written:
Behold, I am sending my messenger ahead of you;
he will prepare your way before you.
Amen, I say to you,
among those born of women
there has been none greater than John the Baptist;
yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he."

Intercession
Lord, may we always find you in our moments of darkness, and may we be light to others in despair through our support of the Bishop’s Annual Appeal for Ministries. 



Bulletin Announcement
John the Baptist is in jail, feelings of abandonment and uncertainty running so strongly that he sends his disciples to Jesus to ask if his cousin is truly the Messiah. John has heard of Jesus’ great works but still has doubts. “Are you the one who is to come, or should we look for another?” he asks.

Prison aside, the Gospel is one of hope. Even in the midst of great suffering, God is present. There are plenty of examples of this consolation. The blind see, the lame walk, lepers are cured, the deaf hear, the dead gain new life. 

Sometimes it is difficult to see this hope when our lives are heavy and full of sorrow. But just because we are having a difficult time seeing and feeling hope doesn’t mean it isn’t there. Hope is all around us. Maybe we can’t see it because our perceptions are skewed. Perhaps we need to see our lives from a fresh perspective, swapping out the “soft robes and royal palaces” we are seeking for the answers that God is already providing in quiet and humility.  
We can always bring our trials to the Lord who never abandons us, His most beloved. He invites us to take His yoke upon our shoulders and rest in Him. We can also help others find solace in Jesus by supporting the Bishop’s Annual Appeal for Ministries. Through its ministries, “the poor have the good news proclaimed to them.”

Pulpit Announcement
We know Jesus is the Messiah, the Promised One. We have the benefit of history and hindsight, two things John did not have when he questioned whether Jesus was the Son of Man whose coming he had been proclaiming. We know Christ rose from the dead on Easter and walked upon the earth after His resurrection. 

For His contemporaries, however, Jesus did not fit the Messiah mold. He was born in lowly surroundings and raised in a humble family. He was not a king, cloaked in material splendor. He was born to walk the earth and live among the humble and poor people He came to save. He befriended tax collectors and prostitutes. His disciples were fishermen. The kingdom He wished to build was not an earthly one. It was a radically different one — a community of love instead of division, who goal was share eternal life with the Heavenly Father. 

This confused John, and we are like John in his confusion. As much as we’d like to, we don’t have all the answers or always understand the plans God has for us. But questions can be good because they can lead to discovery — if we direct our questions to Our Lord and not try to figure it all out on our own. We can find the answers in Jesus. Ask, then take the time to listen to the reply.
We can also look to Christ’s ministry for guidance. He directed His attention to “the least ones” – the blind, lame, lepers, deaf, and poor. When we support initiatives like the Bishop’s Annual Appeal for Ministries, we emulate Jesus in His care for those in need.   
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Share the Good News of Our Lord with those in need of Christ’s consolation. Please consider a gift to our parish Bishop’s Annual Appeal for Ministries. It’s just about the best Christmas gift you can give! 


