

FOR THE WEEKEND OF Dec. 20-21, 2025
Fourth Sunday in Advent

Gospel Reading
Matthew 1: 18-24

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about.
When his mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph,
but before they lived together,
she was found with child through the Holy Spirit.
Joseph her husband, since he was a righteous man,
yet unwilling to expose her to shame,
decided to divorce her quietly.
Such was his intention when, behold,
the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said,
"Joseph, son of David,
do not be afraid to take Mary your wife into your home.
For it is through the Holy Spirit
that this child has been conceived in her.
She will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus,
because he will save his people from their sins."
All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet:
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall name him Emmanuel, 
which means "God is with us."
When Joseph awoke,
he did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him
and took his wife into his home.

Intercession
May our faith in God’s wisdom and care allay our fears. And may we seek to console others in their anxiety through our prayers and actions, such as supporting the Bishop’s Annual Appeal for Ministries. 

Bulletin Announcement
Mary is often held up as a model of faith and trust, and rightly so. An honor though it was, bearing God’s Son was not without challenges. Mary could have been put to death for being pregnant outside of wedlock. Given her incredible commitment to God, Joseph’s own faith is often overshadowed. The woman he loved, who he was to share his life with, was pregnant — and not by him. Because of his devotion to Mary, he decided to quietly divorce her rather than subject her to public humiliation and danger. His faith in God led him trust what the angel asked of him. His love for Jesus spurred him to raise Christ as his own son, teaching Jesus his trade and serving as an earthly father. 
In contrast to last week’s Gospel, which saw John the Baptist questioning Jesus’ identity as the Messiah, Joseph trusted in God’s plan. He surrendered his own understanding and expectations of what his marriage would be like and accepted his new purpose. Like Mary, he is a model of selflessness.
We can follow Joseph’s example of selflessness by putting others’ needs before our own. We can choose to act lovingly toward our spouses, even when their actions wound us. We can be patient and speak kindly to our children, even when we are tired or stressed. And we can bear witness to God’s love for all His children through support of life-affirming initiatives like the Bishop’s Annual Appeal for Ministries. May God bless you for your generosity. 

Pulpit Announcement
Joseph, when faced with a deeply troubling situation — the seeming betrayal of his betrothed — sought consolation in God. He took his troubles to the Lord in prayer. He didn’t let his anger and hurt take over. He didn’t publicly, rashly, denounce Mary. He could have. He was well within his rights, according to the law at the time, to do so. No, before Joseph acted, he prayed.

Not only did he pray; he listened for God’s response. And when the angel spoke to Joseph in a dream, he accepted God’s guidance: “do not be afraid to take Mary your wife into your home.” Joseph believed God’s promise that Mary’s son — the boy he would raise as his own — was Emmanuel, God-with-us. What a beautiful gift Joseph received because of his trust. Jesus was a constant reminder of God’s incredible, powerful love. Fitting that Jesus was named Emmanuel, or “God is with us.”

May we know that “God is with us” this Advent and always. And may we, through a gift to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal for Ministries, help bring this understanding to those who need it most. 
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