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Greetings from the Office of Vocations!
	
Thank you for all the great work you do! I am so grateful for you and your entire parish staff. You are on the front lines of ministry, and we could not accomplish our mission without you.

This year, we are celebrating Priesthood Sunday in the Diocese of Nashville on November 8–9. Leading up to that weekend, we will join with dioceses around the country for National Vocation Awareness Week (NVAW). NVAW is an annual week-long campaign dedicated to the recognition, celebration, and promotion of vocations to the priesthood, diaconate, consecrated life, and marriage.

Enclosed you will find your 2025–2026 Priesthood Sunday materials. This includes our new poster, prayer cards, and magnets. Please consider putting these items in a visible and attractive place in your church. Our goal is that every parishioner in the diocese would recognize the poster and use the prayer card to pray for our seminarians by name. It is a lofty goal, but I know of no better way to help build up the culture of vocations in our diocese and encourage every young man and woman to listen attentively to God’s call in his or her life.

Also included in this packet are two announcements that we ask to be read on the weekends of Nov. 1–2 and Nov. 8–9.  If you would like to be more creative and think of additional ways to support the efforts of Priesthood Sunday and NVAW, you have our full support. You know your own parishioners the best, and there is no promotional effort more powerful than what comes from the heart. The Lord is very much at work among our seminarians, and the prayers and encouragement that have come from your help to highlight the posters, prayer cards, and NashVocations have been very beneficial to our men and to supporting the culture of vocations.
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Description automatically generated with low confidence]Again, thank you so much for all you do! Know that we are praying for you and please remember all our men in your prayers as well!


Rev. Luke Wilgenbusch, STL
Director of Vocations
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· In Pew Envelopes: Please distribute the envelopes in your pews, as well as near your 2025-2026 Seminarian poster during the weekend of Nov. 8–9. Any extras may be housed and kept at your parish at your discretion.

· Poster: Please place the 2025-2026 Seminarian Poster in a prominent position in the narthex of your church or in your parish’s most prominent position, either on an easel, in a frame, or on your main announcement board. If you would like a digital copy for display along with the physical poster, please let us know. We ask that the posters are put up in advance of the November 8–9 masses (or when you receive them) and, if possible, that they remain up year-round.

· Prayer Cards: Our hope is that every single person attending mass on Priesthood Sunday weekend has a prayer card in their hand. This may be accomplished by having your ushers hand out the cards, including them in your bulletins, placing them in the pews or narthex, or a combination of all. We would like your parishioners to pray for our seminarians by name, which you will find on the reverse of the prayer card.

· Magnets: Please encourage your parishioners to put these on their vehicles!

· Social Media/Website: Along with the posters and prayer cards and. magnets, we would love for you to join us in our social media campaign for National Vocations Awareness Week (NVAW). Our hope is that every parish with a website and/or social media presence join us in using the hashtags #NVAW25 #nashvocations #thinkingpriesthood #dionash, and any other parish specific hashtag throughout the week.  

· Announcements:  Please share the included announcements with your parish during the weekend of November 1–2 and November 8–9. We have placed this on PAGE 3 so that you can easily detach it and place it with your other weekend announcements.



Priesthood Sunday Announcements 
*To be read at the end of Mass*

November 12
Next Weekend, November 8–9 we will celebrate Priesthood Sunday.  It is a time to support the 35 seminarians discerning a call to the priesthood in the Diocese of Nashville and to honor those who faithfully and fruitfully serve as priests in our parishes. 

Between now and next weekend, I invite you to prayerfully consider how you and your family can support the next generation of priests in our diocese. A special collection will be taken at that time, and I appreciate the support that you're able to provide. 

November 8–9
Today, we celebrate Priesthood Sunday—a time when we give thanks to our priests for answering the call of the Lord and for the 35 seminarians currently discerning the priesthood in our diocese. 

I ask you to prayerfully consider how you can support these men who make daily sacrifices in order to bring us the sacraments. Our priests are an invaluable gift, and we are thankful for your support of their journey to the priesthood. 
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